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Satire’s my weapon; byt Ine too disereet, 

Jorun a-muck and tilt at alld meet: 

IT only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpérs, and directors. — Pore. 


—00000— 
LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF, 
ee — 


From the Black Dwarf to Mr. Murray, Secretary to 
the Bridge Street Conspiracy against the Press: on 
the Parish Insult to his loyalty. 





Well, friend, thou hast begun to reap some of’ the 
fruits of thy career against the press! How dost thou. 
feel now? Is thy brain turning round; or has it aetu- 
ally settled into incurable madness! Hf thou. hast a-spark 
of sense remaining—if thy brains be not quite addled— 
thou wilt wish Sir John at the Devil, for having ledthee 
into:‘the mire! Truth to say, you are both.in.a nasty 
pickle, and swe// most confoundedly. Verily, the odour of : 
your good works is not:a very savory odour. it willwe= 
quire much musk and civet, to fit you for any court 
company. But though the Knight has dirtied his blush- 
ing honors, he is not quite in sucha pitiable plight: as. 
thou art. He can get behind a screen, and escape the 
impertinent gazeofthe public. But thou art in the:fef- 
low’s condition who was “ damned to everlasting 
fame!” Thou canst not hide thyself. Thy neighbours 
have found thee cut—and ail the little boys will bunt 
thee through the streets. Thou wilt be to them: as 
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good a make game, as Mad Jom; er a chimney- 
aweep on May-day! What the plague hadst. thou to 
do with politics! Couldst thou not eat thy pudding at home, 
in a cleanly manner; and not roll it in every gutter, as thou 
wentest on thy way! Thou wert a director of the pa- 
rish poor! Was not that employment enough for thee? 
Was there not vice and immorality enough i in thine. own 
parish, for thee to try thy hands on; but thou must come 
forward with thy stupid zeal to offer to take charge of 
the whole nation’ Really, thy generosity is quite charm- 
ing! But it seems thy neighbours do not give thee credit 
for correspondent talent. ¥ hey do not think thee com- 
petent, at any rate, to take full care at once of the pa- 
rish, and the state ; ‘and they will have thee no longer for 
a director!! W hat a set of ungrateful people hast thou 
to deal with? They will not give thy pure patriotism 
credit for its honest daring! They seem to. doubt, that 
the Marquis of Hertford and thee, are so very solicitous 
for the “‘ comforts and en joyments, the charities and the 
“ endearments of sucial life! Nay, they carry their in- 
gratitude further ; for they even laugh al thy well meant 
exertions to supply the negligence of the Attorney -Ge- 
neral, and thy endeavours to prop up “ the broken pil- 
“Jars of a falling state!” Were I thee, I would beina 
most monstrous rage! I would bellow louder than the 
town bull; and toss every man, woman and child, that 
even dared to look at me awry ! ! Thou art a great man! 
—a very great man—and it is barbarous not to hold thee 
in veneration! Thou shouldst be addressed cap in hand. 
and Aneeling! Instead of this, what has been thy re- 
ward? Thou hast been taunted with playing the bug- 
aboo te the Bridge Street fellows, from mercenary mo- 
tives! How shocking is this! What a cegradation to 
suppose thou hast any love for filthy lucre+that thou 
art enamoured of bank promises to pay, or our loved so- 
vereign’s ‘ picture in little!’ What dost thou care for 
such vile trash! I honestly believe thou dost not care 
whether thou art paid, “9 not/—ihat it never enters 
into thy head, how much thy patriotism may bring 
thee in;—or what vails and perquisites thy love of 


religion may produce, They do say, thou “didst not 
defend ths: If trom such an accusation! What need 
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Was there of such defence? Could any body look thee 
‘n the face, and not see thy virtues peeping out? Oh! 
it is a vile world, and wants reformation sadly; when 
people so very good as thec cannot be believed in their 
own character of themselves! I would be sworn thou 
wilt give thysclf as good a character as any man need 
have! Yet thou art profancly jested with; and what is 
still worse, thou hast been punished for ¢hy virtues! I 
have been just infornied, that at a mecting of the inhabi- 
tants of the parish which thou hast chosen to illuminate 
by thy residence, the following resolutions have been 
agreed to, in thy presence, and in spite cf thy deter- 
mined opposition by a /arge majority/—they add, 
that instead of requesting thee to re-assumie thy sta- 
tion as “ a director,” with many thanks for thy good- 
hess, that thou couldst nat find one man to propose thou 
shouldst be again elected! How it must kave amazed 
thee when these sad resolutions were read in thy hearing. 
Canst thou bear to see them in print: I should almost 
have hesitated to shock thee so much; but they are now 
vart of thy history ; and every thing belonging to thee, 
or in which thou art concerned, becomes interesting. 


Be patient, I beseech thee then, while thou perusest 
them again: 


«© That this meeting views with disgust and indignation 
the formation of a society arrogantly pretending to protect the 
constitution, but really intended to impair its proudest safe- 
guard, by controlling the press to ministerial subservience ; thus 
mischievously, falsely, and fibellously, assuming thatthe govern- 
ment is so lost to the contidence and obedience of the people; 
and the attorney general so deficient in vigilance, and ability, 
that neither the increased powers given to the former by the 
recent restrictive acts, nor the exercise by the latter of the 
questionable privilege of proceeding by ¢x-officto informatiun, 
are capable of restraining the supposed licentiousness of the 
press, withont the officious interference of those hungry satel- 
lites of power; who are always most abundant under the 
worst administrations; and who, by their factious bigotry 
and zeal, aggravate the discord, and ptomote the evils they 
profess a wish to obviate and to heal. 

‘*‘Lhat entertaining such sentiments of the association im 
Question, this meeting cannot consider the active promoters of it 
a3 entitled to the confidence of their fellow jarishioners,” 








TRU THE BLACK DWARF 


tere isa pretty character for thee, and thy precious 40- 
ciety! A parish meeting has thought proper to give the 
lie direct, to all the pretences upon’ which the holy al- 
liance in ‘Bridge-street has been founded! Instead of 
confessing that you are competent to reform the state, 
they say you are not entitled to the confidence of your 
fellow-parishioners! Flow are the mighty fallen! How 
are the great insulted! So many lords, spiritual and 
temporal, dignities, and dignitaries, insulted by a parish 
meeting! Not a particle of credit given to 80 Many 
worthies, in petticoats, and out of petticoats! And thee, 
the vital principle of the whole—the head-piece and tail- 
piece of the patchwork—the pivot on which all the lords 
and lady subseribers:turn about like weathercocks, to indi- 
cate which way the trading breezes of the Treasury blow 
—the spuot of the society’s anger—even thou art stigma- 
teed as a meddling bungler, who knewest not what 
thou art doing! The rogues shall smart for this! Get 
thy grand-mother to switch them for thee! It is enough 
to make thee swear, and forswear! Mad!  Ne,—thou 
art not yet mad, though it is enough to make thee € 80. 
What, if thou didst say it was a “ blackguard meeting: !”’ 
W. hat, if thou didst! Thy patience cannot be expected 
to be as capacious and enduring, as the stomach of ‘the 
great bull of the city! Thou art but a man—thouph 
#0 very great a man as to be honorary secretary .te 
a Society engaged in the honourable business of 
raising money upon false pretences! and if thy infir- 
mities are treated so rudely, thou hast every excuse for 
thy impetuosity. { fear thy brains will not bear sucit 
repeated attacks— that thy reason will actually give way, 
or'take rtself awe y—and [ advise thee to prepare for 
such an event, by providing thyself in wood tine with 
sober and steady Keepers, | Know not that it will injure 
thee in thy profession, in any way; for as the writer 

sa ys—‘* what is passion but a wild beast!” and there 
have been passionate judges, though the bench is now 
happily free from the infirmity. A passionate lawyer 
can be only @& venial sin in comparison ; but | beseec!: 

thee to retain, if possible, that amiable disposs Hion, 
which Mr. Thelwall says thou art in possession of. ‘This 
will compensate for any lack of intelleet; and alone for 
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a multitude of sins. -Heaven preserve thee many years! 
Keep thy head cool by temperance, and thy feet warm 
with éxercise, as the old almanack says, and ‘ throw 
‘physic to the dogs!” Commend me te thy masters, 
not forgetting Sir John! What is he about? Is he 
preparing a new table of fees for thy remuneration on 
the Maltese scale? 
| THE BLACK DWABF. 


P.S. Wilt thou ask Sir John if I may dedicate te 
him, the account of the birth, and parentage of the So- 
ciety, which IT have now preparing for the press ! 





CHARACTER OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


One of the most extraordinary features of this extra- 
ordinary age, is the patience with which the House of 
Commons listens to attacks upen itself, made within its 
own walls, and by its own members ; while its records 
are filled with legislative denunciations against those whe 
venture to speak of it, out of doors. It is transportation. 
out of doors, to say of it anything that may have a ten~ 
dency to bring it into contempt ; “and yet its own mem- 
bers are continually making statements which have that 
tendency; and the honourable house is perfectly quies- 
cent; and takes no steps either to correct the abuses, 
er to vindicate its own reputatien. Mr. Creevey, on 
Monday night, on the discussion of the grant for the for- 
tifications of Babadoes, tuok occasien te remark that the 
expense was provided for by existing duties, specifically 
imposed for that purpose ; but which were misapplied to 
the advantage of certain members of the honorable House 
of Commons. He is reported to have said—‘‘ if he 
“ asked why this fund was not devoted to that object, the 
‘* only answer he should receive was, that 2¢ was usual 
“ for ladies and gentlemen in this country, and par- 
““ ticularly members of that house, and their Semate 
“* relations, to divide it amongst themselves ! ’ Suppose 
some out-of-doors libeller had said this some fifty years 
ago, when the omnipotence and purity of parliament 
Were s0 universally believed in, and then imagine what 
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would have been the fate of the writer! He might have 
had his ears nailed to the pillory, if they had not been 
cut off,—and even now, what a pretty address the Attor- 
ney General would make to a jury, had such a sentence 
rec in the * tero-penny trash” publications ! 

Compared with this, what was the di6ed of the Exa- 
miner? That paper said there were more public crimi- 
nals than public guardians in the house; alluding solely 
tothe means by which seats in that house are known to be 
procured. But here is 2 charge of personal corruption, 
misappropriation of the public Inuney, and a positive 
breach of the law, fixed upon some honuurable mem- 
bers; with a declaration that it is use ar. particularly 
lor gentlemen of that house, and their female relationa, 
“to divide the public money amongst thernselyes !” What 
are we to think of an assembly which can hear this 
spoken by a member, and be silent! Can we suppose 
it true, without feeling shame and indignation that it 

should be go? is it possible tu feel fer those gentlemen 
With Whom such things are wsual, that respect we are 
ordered to feel fur them as legislators - If these things 
are said Ty the honourable house, will they not be aid 
outof it? And if they are not denied; when they are 
uttered there, can they be punished with any shew of 
justice, because uttered e/sea/ere’ Or, is it less criminal 
tolibel the honorable house, in its presence, and to make 
every journal the hicensed, and {ree publisher of the cri- 
minal matter ; than for a séng/e journalist to make such 
a remark ? Mr. C reevey has much character in the coun- 
try. What he says is listened to with attention, and must 
necessarily produce a vreat effect. Ifis attack, therefore, 
upon the House of Commons, is certain to be more fatal 
than the atlack of an duntnine individual; and if he, with 
impunity, can make such charges, in the face of the house, 
and in the presence of the Speaker, how cam any man be 
attacked in future for reiterating those charges, which it 
heard without denial, and suffered without censure. From 
this conduct, men of ordinary minds will infer that pe 
answer could be given, \hat the matters were absolutely 
true ;—-in short, that it is wsuad for members of paslia- 
ment, and theie fernale relatives to divide ainongst them- 
selves the public money. although appropriated by acts of 


_ 
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parliainent to other objects! And if this should ever be 
believed by the pa what would be the estimation in 
which the public would hold the Aonoradle house ? 
My. Creevey was not content with this attack upon the 
honorable house. He went further: and, after insisting 
upon the notorious abuses, he pointed out how the abuses 
were defended and perpetuated! After stating there could 
be no doubt about the law of the case, he said, 


“ He knew from experivnce, that when he should submit his 
proposition for opposing the grant, hon, members would vote 
agaist if, and in favour of themselves. He wished to call the 
attention of the public to the nature of some of the Jate votes 
of that house. He could take upon himself to say, that the 
last votes on the Ordnance estimates were carried only by official 
men. This was the reason why the complaining public could 
get no redress from tut house. But it might be said, there 
were Independent members in the late majorities. These inde- 
pendent members were persous who themselves might possess 
none of the public money, but wished to obtain it for their 
friends and relations. If one of these independent ‘members 
were to sfep into the Treasury mn the morning to ask a favour, 
he would be told that the Ordnance estimates would be dis- 
cussed in the evening, and that his presence would be desirable. 
Could it be contended that any member thus situated was not 
under the effect of undue intluence? But he found there were 
not only official men voting in such large numbers, but members 
who were directly, personally, interested in the question, — It 
was 2 most abominable thing thar a member should, in that 
house, rofe for himself, There had been a motion respecting 
the three Lords of the Admiralty. They bad been thought by 
many to he uonecessary, and a division had taken place tipon 
the question. At all events, mt had been doubtful whether 
rentlenten of fortune sould receive |,O00l a vear each for 
holding such othees. He wanted to know if it was right that 
the Lords of the Admiralty should have voted that thev 
ought to have one thousand ‘pounds a vear. It was doubtful 
whetber their serviees were worth any thing: ought they 
themselves, then, to have voted that their services abe 
worth 100012 (Hear, hear.) What a farce it was to make 
laws tor electors, and to enact that ceitain offices sbould de- 


prive persons of the right of voting , for fear of indirect ins ° 


fluence on the independence of parliament, and yet that three 
Lords of the A Admiralty should vete themselves to ‘be entitled to 
0001 each! Mr. Hatsell stated, that in the year 1004, on a 
question respecting the Duke of Sumerset’s estates, Mr. Seymous 
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had been found to be interested, and had therefore withdrawn 
according to ancient rule and custom, Again, in 1644, Sir R. 
Preston was stated to have had a kind of interest in the Yar- 
mouth harbour bill; and having admitted that he bad an interest, 
healso had withdrawn. Mr. Hatsell said that the rule which had 
been acted on in these two cases had not been strictly observed, 
except in elections; but that in other cases it had been neglect- 


ed, contrary, net only to the rules of decency, but of justice, 


He (Mr. Creevey) was quite of opinion with Mr. Hatsell. The 
noble marquis (Londonderry), who was not now in the house, 
had on a former night complained that the business of the house 
was impeded, and the rules of proceeding were violated; but 
he (Mr. Creevey) would say that they followed the strict rule and 
line of proceeding. No man violated the forms of the house 
more than the noble lord himself. The forms of parliament were 
the ways and means of the opposition ; they were the main stays 
of the country; and members on his side would be much te 
blame if they did not avail themselves of them. His object was, 
while the extraordinary industry and ability of the hon. member 
for Aberdeen (Mr. Hume), which were above all praise of his, 
and which exeeeded any thing of the same kind that had ever 
been known in parliament (Aear)--while his hou. friend was 
single-handed waging war against the confederated departments 
of office, his (Mr. Creevey’s) object was to show the machinery 
which was opposed to his hon, friend. He hoped this would be 
made obvious to the country, and that the unanimous voice of 
the country would be raised against it.” 


If instead of a parliamentary speech, this had been a 
detter published in one ofour Journals, would it not have 
been a most egregious libel. Scarce a judge could be 
found, who would not have said there never were more 
poisenous ingredients ever confined in so short a com- 
pass. The tendency to bring parliament into contempt 
would have been insisted upon for hours by the Solicitor 
General; anda special jury would have given the un- 
lucky journalist ample reasons to rejoice at the blessings 
of English jurisprudence! Is it not then, amazing, that 
ne one should object to this language in the house? Was 
there no one to call the speaker to order—to deny this 
mass of charges; before which the libels we have ever 


seen on the House of Commons sink into comparative 
insignificance ? 
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BRIDGE-STREET CONSPIRACY! 
ie 

We gave in our last number, a catalogue of the sub- 
acribers to this wretched burlesque of an inquisition. We 
now insert its public address, as the best means of ren- 
dering it ridiculous ; which can be done by nothing so 
well, “as in its own language.. It is something difficult 
io say whether the folly, or the falsehood, of this docu- 
ment be the more conspicuous; but in the union of both 
it has never been excelled. What are we to think of 
the two-legged animals, who can put their names to such 
a tissue of balderdash untruths' There is no excuse for 
it: but absolute stupidity, or the extreme of political im- 
pudence. We do not suppose Sir John. Sewell, or Mr. 
Murray, wrote this stuff. Bad as it is, it is probably 
better than either of them could write; for there isa 
sufliciept quantity of hypocrisy mixed up with its mis- 
representations. It is itself the grossest abuse of the press 
that we have yet seen; while it whines. and cants about 
the abuses of the press. That either the writer, or thé 
publishers can believe it to be correct—is utterly impas- 
stble, if they have a grain of understanding divided 


amongst them! Moore has happily depicted such things 
as these ! 


God knows, I, from my sont, profess, 
Yo hate all bigots and benighters : 

God knows, | lowe to e’en excess, 

fhe sacred freedom of the press, 

My only ain’s to—crousn THE WHITERS 


ADDRESS. . 

* The prevalence of disloyal and seditious principles, to a greag 
and alarming extent, atuong certain classes of our fellow subjects, 
is unhappily teo notorious, at the present lime, to admit of doubt, 
or discusston. 

‘* Possessing, as this uation does, a Constitution which is the en- 
vy and admiration of the world—at peace with every other countre 
—covered with the glo ries of a long, an arduous, and a triumphage. 
contest—enjoying an impartial adrytnistration of justice—and sub 
jected to the mild and paternal government of a Patriotic Sove-, 
réiga, it might have been hoped that all ranks and degrees of nen, 
would have bent is humble wratitude for such auexatnpled viessngs 
te the Aimichty and Merciful Dispover of human eveuls. bows aar 

“But that this is far from berag the case, and thal, oa the con- 
trary, a spirit of hostility exisis against our most sacred and estime- 
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ble institutions, we have only to appeal to the uniform testimon? 
of those numerous loyal Addresses which have of late been laid at 
the foot of the Throne by Corporations or Meetings of individuals. 
Framed by bodies of men in different and distant parts of the 
kingdom, without concert of communication, and containing opj- 
nions drawn from actual observation and cenviction, these Ad- 
dresses indisputably prove at once the lamentable existence of the 
evil, and its fearful extent;—they prove that it menaces not the 
predominanee of this or that party in the stale, but the safety of the 
state itself; not the separate interests of this or that class of men, 
but the liberty, the property, the security of ax. 

“©The consequcnces which have olready resulted from this per- 
version of public principle, are but too obvious. Among them are 
to be numbered, a daily weakening of the bonds of union bet ween 
the humbler rauks of society and their natural guardians aud-pro- 
tectors—insubordination—disregard of the laws, and frequent at- 
tempts to obstruct their operation—increase of crimes—denuncia- 
tion of hatred towards the greatest and best men in the country— 
mockery of religion—querulous impatience of all controul and re- 
straint—vain and ostentatious contempt of all sound learning, ex- 
perience, and knowledge—interruption of the courses of honest 
industry, and derangement cf the great coneerns and enterprizes 
of the nation. 

‘¢ The causes of the evil are no less apparent: it may be dis- 
tinctly traced to the machinations of a comparatively small number 
of individuals. These persons act partly by means of the turbu- 
lehce and excitement of public meetings, at which the most un- 
founded and inflammatory speeches are delivered ; and part! 
throuch the medium of a licentious press, which, without except- 
ing even the day of sacred rest, inundates the nation with an un- 
exampled profusion of slandercus, seditious, and blasphemous 

ublications. 

‘* The mischievous activity of the popular agitators has not been 
capricious or transient they have pursued their course systeimati- 
cally ; and the influence which they have acquired over the minds 
of the less-informed classes ef society has for several years been 
regularly and rapidly increasing. If it has occasionally ceased to 
attract public attention, it has appeared at every new manifestation 
more formidable ; it has been nourished by every art which a per- 
nicious ingenuity could devise ; and it has enlisted in its favour 
every personal feeling of its ignorant and deluded victims. 
~ The Press, that great and invaluable blessing of civilized life— 
that mighty engine for diffusing the light of Liberty and of the 
Gospel—has unhappily become, in the hands of evil men, a lever 
toshake the very foundations of social and moral order. Its 
power, which within the last century has been multiplied an hud- 
dred-iold, may now be almost said to reign paramount in the guid- 
ance of publte opinion ; and to those friends of their country who 
reflect deeply on this fact, it cannot but be matter of serious alarm 
to observe, that a very large proportion of our pertodical publica- 
tions is under the ¢irection either of ayowed enemies of the Con- 
stitution, or of persons whose sole pringigle of action is ibeis ews 
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‘irivate and selfish interest. By these, and by occasional writers 
cf a likecharacter and description, every arlifice is employed, with 
daily increasing boldness, to render the people discontented with 
the government and disobedient to the laws; to persuade them that 
they are betrayed by those who should protect them; to seduce 
them froin their affection and allegiance to their Sovereign ; and, 
finally, to bring about a Revolution, to which (however it might 
gratify or earich themselves and their associates) the wealth, the 
prosperity, the internal happivess, and the political greatness of 
the empire, must inevitably be sacrificed. | 

“ As itisciear that isolated, individual exertioa, would be utterly 
inadequate to cope with all the evil energies now arrayed against 
public order and the public peace; so it ts to be feared, that the 
Government and Legislature themselves might find the contest dif- 
ficult, without the active, zealous, and persevering co-operation of 
the foyal and well-disposed part of the community; which co-ope- 
ration, to be effectual, must be the result of a regular and systent- 
atic union of individuals. 

‘6 Persuaded that by these means alone the progress of seditions 
principles can be arrested; and feeling that to arrest it, if possible, 
ia the bounden duty of every good subject and sincere patriot ; the 
Members of this Society have adopted the following resolutions :— 

“ist. That they will use their best exertions to uiaintain order, 
aud to support the due execution of the Laws. 

‘© 2d. That they will employ their influeuce, individually and col- 
lectively, in discountenanciig and opposing the dissemination 
of seditious principles. 

$d. * That they will eucourage persons of integrity aud talent in 
the Literary World to exert their abilities ia confuting the so- 
phistries, dissipating the illusions, aud exposing the falsehoods, 
which are employed by wicked and desigaing men to mislead 
the peeple. 

4th. * That they will resort tosuch lawful measures as may be 
deemed expedient to restrain the publishing and circulating of 
seditious and treasonable libels. 

“To wishing that the liceutiousness of the press should be re- 
strained, this Association is actuated by a sincere desire to secure 
the true liberty of the press—that liberty which subsists only under 
the protecting shield of law, and which is sure to be oue of the first 
sacrifices made in a Political Revolution. Such a liberty is abso- 
lutely incompatible with the present liccntiousuess; and the one 
must svon destroy the other. The alternative, however, is yet be- 
fore the nation. The Members of this Sociely have no wish to 
prescribe limits to discussion, nor even harshly to censure the ex- 
cesses of an honest though mistaken zeal; but there are publica. 
tions(and wufortunalely many of those circulated among the labour. 
ing classes are of this description), on the criminality of which no 
rational doubt can be entertained. These works consist almost 
wholly of scurrilous slanders, aod of the most false and ioflamma- 
tery statements respecting public institulions and public men; they 
abound with personal calumny, aad offer direct incitements to viu- 
lence aud crime. In short, they are inveterately hostile to public 
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aud private virlue, and favourable only to whatever tends to de- 
grade and debase mankind. All thatis estimable in the country 
would be henefitted by their suppression; and nothing would be so 
much improved and elevated as the press itself. 

“« This Association is established on the broad principle, not of 
supporting this or that Administration, but of opposing the at- 
tempts now made to overthrow the Civil Institutions ot the State. 
Ober Societies have for sometime existed, for the protection of 
Religion and Morals; but, with the exception of a few Local Asso- 
cations, the prescut is the only one exclusively destined to the 
very hnportant object of opposing the progress of Disloyally and 
Sedition. In order to attain this end, it has been determined :— 

‘*3. To establish a Fund, by the voluntary contributions of the 
Members, at such rate as each individual may think fit 

“2. ‘To appoint a Committee for conducting the business of the 
Society. 

3. To adopt a system of Correspondence with those Members 
who live ata distance, and with such Associations as may be will- 
ing to co-operate in promoting the same objects, 

* Most earnestly, therefore, does this Society call upon all men 
of all ranks and of all politiesl parties, upen all to whom the main- 
tenance of civil and reliyious liberty is dear, upon all who value the 
internal peace of the country, or the permanence of the British 
empire, to join therm in a strenuous endeavour to stem the torrent 
ot thote disorzanising and demoraiising principles, which would 
level to the dust the fabric of the Constitution, and bury under its 
suins all the comforts and enjoyments, all the charities and endear- 
ments of socsal life 

“ CHARLES MURRAY. 
‘““ Hononary Secretary.’ 
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PROTEST OF THE JURY AGAINST THE 
PARDON OF ENGLAND FOR THE MURDER 
OF SWAINE, | 

<a 
The following important document may give rise lo 
some useful reflections. Swaine was.a sailor, England 
amanin.the preventive serviee;. who shot the former 
without any adequate provocation. ‘The defence set up 

Was an accidental firing. The jury disbelieved it, and 

returned a verdict of gue/ty, with which the judge was. 

not satisfied, and he told the man he would do ail in his - 
power to save his life. England in a few days received 
his pardon ; and Mr. Hobhouse making some observa- 
tions in the House of Commons, the Chancellor of the 

Exchequer attributed. the verdict to the prejudice of the 

vury; which has called forth this spirited declaration. 
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To the Editor of the Brighton Herald, 
SIR, | 
It isnot without great regret and reluctance on our 
parts, that we are thus openly compelled to address you; but, 
Sir, we are acting now in our own defence; and we, therefore, 
trust that you will not refuse us the insertion of this article in 
your valuable paper, in order that we mav, through its me- 
dium, be enabled to clear ourselves from the opprobium which 
has been so unjustly heaped upon us by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, in the House of Commons, on a recent occasion, 
when he said, in allusion to the death of Joseph Swaine, at 
Hastings, on the 13th of Marcel: last, and the subsequent exten- 
sion of the royal mercy to George England, whom we, as the 
jurymen presiding on the trial, returned guilty of wilful mur- 
der, ** That a Judge, who conceived a prisoner was innocent 
of a criine, of which he was found gut/éy by the prejudice of a 
jury, and yet did not recommend him to mercy, would be tn- 
worthy of his station.” 

To such an observation we cannot but assent ; but, certainly, 
‘we question its propriety ta the present case, as totally nnue- 
cessary and superfluous; and as calling forth severe animadver- 
sion ; and we canvot but impute ignorance of the circumstances 
attending the transaction, to the Rizht Hon. Gentleman —for 
we are well aware that upon a careful and mitiute inspection of 
the evideuce, deduced on the trial,—that a thorough know- 
ledve of those circumstances, and that evidence, would not have 
justified bim in imputing prejudice and injustice to us, but have 
produced a conformity with our verdict, and au assent to ite 
propriety and impartial justice.—We cannot sufier our charac- 
ter, as jurymen, to be thus shamefully called m question by an 
individual whose duty it is to profect, as much as in him lay, 
the men whom he has thus thought proper to abuse and vility ; 
and were we to suffer the Right Hon, Gentleman to make 
those daring insinuations without replying to them, we should 
consider ourselves as culpable as he, m the plenitude of his 
power, would make us appear. But, Sur, conscious as we are 
of our integrity, we are cnabled to repel the attacks of the 
Chanceller of the Exchequer, and call on bim to prove what le 
has thought proper to advance. 

We know how to regard the sacred oath tendered to us, as 
Jurymen and as Englishmen, too well to suffer any unworthy 
motive to bias our minds, or blind our judgment; and, surely, 
12 men, chosen indiscriminately as we were, strangers to one 
another, and from the most inland part of the-county, could 
not come together, and thus, in unison set at defiance the Laws 
of the Land, and, what are more sacred, the Laws of Gud, by 
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sacrificing, through our verdict, the life of a man where it was 
not due. We know that we ‘acted conscientiously ; and we 
feel convinced, that the verdict, which we delivered, was a just 
one; and were the trial to take place again to-morrow, we 
should feel compelled, as men and as Chr'stians, consistently 
with our duty as Jurymen, to lay eur hands upon our breasts, 
and record the same verdict. Such, Sir, are our sentiments on 
this occasion; and we, therefore, scorn the taunts of those whe 
would fain accuse us of prejudice and partiality, 
We are, Sir, your very humble Servants, 


EVERSTIED, (foreman) RICHARD SMART, 


STEPHEN KIIGHT, JAMES FOLLER, 

BELAH VOICE, WILLIAM BURTENSHAW, 
JAMES SOUCH, JOHN WICKHAM, 
THOMAS WICKHAM, CHARLES HOLMAN, 
JOSEPH STAPLEY, WILLIAM HOLDER 


Sussex, May 10, 1821. 
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MEETING FOR REFORM. 

On Thursday last, being ihe Queen’s birthday, a diwner meeting 
was held of some friendsio Reform, at the Eacle Tavern, to cele- 
brate it ina manner worthy of the magnanimily of her Majesty; 
by devoting it to the consideration af the best means of obtaining 
a reform in parliament. Major Cartwright touk the chair; assisted 
by the Rev Dr. Draper, the Rev. Mr. Hayes, Capt. Williams, 
Messrs, Mills, Rogers, West, Wooler, &c. &c. &ce. Our space 
will not allow usto insert more of the proceedings, than the follow- 
ing resolutions, which were adopted by the meeting. 





lL. Thata radical, or, in other words, a constitutional Reform of the 
Commons House of Parliament is become absolutely necessary for the 
preservation of Liperty, and the security of PROPERTY, against the all- 
destroying aggressions of the re i wo es OLIGA RCHS. 

jl. hat the subjoined facts and statements are among the innumera- 
ble reasons which demonstrate tie necessity of Radical Reform. 

L. On the 6th of May, 1793, and on the 6th of July, 1820, the House 
received and entered in its Journals two several Petitions ; in the first of 
which Petitions it was complained, that a decided majority of the House 
were not therein seated by free popular election, as required by Justice 
and the CONSTITUTION ; but by the arbiirary power of certain bo- 
roughmonger OLIGARC HIS: whereby Justice is insulted and the CON- 
STITUTION subverted. 

2. In the last of those Petitions, 97 PEERS are charged by name, as 
criminally usurping 2U seats in the Commons House by their personal 
power. 

3. Asofhcially presiding at the Boards of Treasury. Admiralty, and 


Ordnance, three other PLLERS, by their ministerial power, do likewise 
criminally u-urp 10 Seats 


4 ‘bh copsequence ot the cautions reserve necessary in stating such facts 
to the House itself, it is notorious that the influence of PIEERS ip that 
said Petitions 
the number ot. 


assembly far exceeds any thing set forth in the 
» do awork entitled: A Fall View of the Commons.” 
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usurping PEERS inserted by name, is 134; and of usurping Commoners, 
154; who together usurp 448 Seats. But in Oldfield’s “ Representative 
History,” the number iNegally returned is stated to be 487; leaving 
171 who, by a violeut stretch of faith, it may be imagined are chosen 
without either undue influence or bribery. ; 

6. And it is mereover notorious, that so large a proportion of the 
Members are placemen, and otherwise dependent on the Crown, as to 
be collectively in the open receipt of much more than 200,000l. a year 
in Salaries, Pay, or Profit. 7 : 

410.* That, on contemplating all the effects of original Usurpation 
and Bribery, as well as of subsequent Corruption; it becomes a question, 
on which every man must decide for himself, whether, or net, a col- 
jection of Men so brought together, aud afterwards, so iofiuenced, as 
aforesaid, can be the COMMONS HOUSE intended by the CONSTI- 
TUTION ; or can be an assembly having any constitutivnal authority to 
tax the Nation. 

IV. That, asa real Commons House, in its being a Representative of 
the People, hath an unquestioned authority to inforce a redress of 
Grievances, by withholding supplies, and hath in good timesso obtained 
Redress of National Grievances; i consequentiy hecomes likewise a 

uestion, whether, in the absence of a real Representative, the people 
themselves have,or have not, authority to inforce, if necessaty, a re- 
dress of their Grievances, by such means. 

V. That according to the learned Selden, to Lord Chancellor Somers, to 
Chief Baron Eyre, and to self-evident Truth—theimmediate giftof God! 
— which is superior to all human authorities, the greatest of all Treasons, 
is Treason against the CONSTLTUTION ; of which CONSTITUTION | 
we say, in the words of Blackstone, ** the End and Scope is POLI- 
TICAL LIBERTY.” 

VI. That, iv the opinion of this meeting, members of Parliameut who 
talk of their attachment to LIBERTY, and of ther fidelity to the CON- 
STITUTION, ought, with dignity, courage, and sincerity, to attack 
the usurpations of the OLIGARCHS, for transforming the members of 
the House of Counmons from representatives into —-——— of the people, as 
a rank and heinous TREASON,—to — to the good sense of the 
nation in proof of the charge,—and to exhort and animate the people to 
save the STATE, as they did save the QUEUN, by au awful and resistless 
PUBLIC VOICH., 

VII. That, in tke opinien of this meeting, puny politicians who set 
about curing a universal state-corruption, by their repelling patches 
teazingly applied to au individual Grampound ulcer, can no more impede 
in their careerof despstism, the pillaging OLIGARCHS,; than the insect- 
teazings of musquitoes can impede, in their depredationus, ravening wolves 
or tigers, | 

VIII. That after a thirty years malignant persecution of Parliamen- 
tary Reformers, the REFORM itself only appears the more constitu- 
tional and indispensable; while the persecuting OLIGARCHS, their 
infamous prompters of mischief, their ministerial tools and legal ivstru- 
ments, all appear inveterately wicked, deplorably corrupt, base, and 
odious. 

ix. That, as every tree is known by ts fruit, so the following fruit of 
the OLIGARCHLY will show the character of that tree, 

I. Although prior to the ** glorious Revolution,’ when the tyranni- 
eal Stuarts were excluded, and. the Throne was secured to the present 
family, the pation had never beey one shilling in debt; yet, at the com- 
menceiment of the present yeur, in aggravation of a distressing expendi- 
ture, itsunredeemed debt far exceeded 8) millions !—-a debt which it is 
thought impossible to discharge. 

2. Not to deiail the disgusting catalogue of the sources of patronage, 
aud pretences for taxation, suffice it to observe, that, in the reign of 3) 
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* The Quotation frem Mr, Lambton’s Speech, 
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kings, beginning with the Normans, the nation had in the long course of 
nearly 100 years, t expended jess than 800 millions ;{ whereas, in the sip- 
gle reign of George the Third, it expended 2357 millions; being three 
asad ‘“ ‘value of all England, at ¥5 years purchase on the annual 
rental. 

3. The United Kingdom, taking its population at 17 millions, pays 
vearly for its taxes and necessaries of life, 150 millions more than the 
like population in France. 

X. That having, by its poisonous fruit, ascertained the sharacter of 
the tree of corruption, it’ now remains to be seen how the vee shall be 
Jaid to the root, that the accursed tree may be hewn down and cast into 
the fire. 

X¥. That, as the Nation cannot have FREEDON, without repossess- 
ing the cause ; cannot have security for PROPERTY, without recovering 
the means; cannot have future PROSPERITY Without exertion; so,as cone 
taining that cause, those means, and the sure stimulus to exertion, the 
PEOPLE with one voice, must demand a restoration of the CONSTI- 
TUTION. 

XII. That, as a settled despotism would be certain death to the 
PRESS; so, if the PRESS desire to live, it must exert all its logic, all its 
eloquence, all its energies and courage, for restoring the CONSTI- 
TUTION. 

XIII. That if England, Scotlatid and Ireland mean to enjoy civil 
and religious liberty withont alloy, their united demand must be—The 
CONSTITUTION, the whole CONSTITUTION, uothing bat the 
CONSTITUTION! 

X1V. That to those who do not yet see, and to those who do not choose 
to see, the folly of praying despotism, voluntarily to begin its own destruc- 
tion; as well ag to those who have not yet discovered, that mock-reforms 
unfounded on principle, and which do not fully assert popular rights, 
never can call forth effective popular support; and likewise to all those 
who-gravely ask, IF triennial elections would not be a step towards an- 
nualelections? IF half the People being free, would not be a step to- 
wards ali being free? and IF fewer small towns and more large towns 
had the monopoly, would not that be a step towards equality of representa- 
tion? This Meeting reply, by as gravely and as sagely saying, IF Grapes 
gtew on hawthorns, the hedges of England would rival the vineyards of 
Spain! IF Figs were the fruit of Thistles, Scot?and might export more 
than Turkey! and 1F Iceland had Sicilian soil and sunshine, she might 
equal Sicily in the production of wheat! Away, then, with these IFS, sad 
apologies for misconduct; sorry substitutes for a generous patriotism ; 
despicable evasions, in place of a manly assertion of Rights ! : 

XV.-Fhat, keeping in mind a thirty-years Persecution of Parliamentary 
Reformers, and thie never to be forgotten Manchester Massacre; while, all 
the while, the heinous TREASON of usurping seats in the Commons 
House, and even by PEERS of the realm, hath been pertinaciously 
skreened from inquiry, although petitioned for by mitlions of the PEQ- 
PLE, and an obvious duty of men claiming to be their Representa- 
tives; it is to be hoped that a discerning Public will extend its benevo- 
lence to the suffering Families of Reformers now shut up in Prisons, or 
who have lost their lives; for which families, subscriptions are received 
by Mr. West, 329, Strand. 


+ 694 years. 

~ 795 millions. 

|] Letter tothe King, by a commoner. p. 10. 
§. Ib p. 19. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The Editor thanks a variety of Friends for information respecte 
ing the Bridge Street Inquisition; and hopes they wil! continue 
their efforts to unmask impesture! 


J . 
“se 
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THE BLACKNEB, No. LXVITI. 
an 


My Masters of Misrule! I have a crow te pluck with you” 
Orv Pray 


134. What with the force of education, and the reverence 
with which people are taught and have been always used to pay 
to princes ;—what with the perpetual harangues of flatterers, 
ihe gaudy pageantry and outside of power, and its gilded en- 
signs always glittering in their EVES ; —what with the. execution 
of laws in the sole power of the prince ;—what. with the regular 
magistrates, pompous guards, and standing troops, —with the 
fortitied towns, the artillery, and the magazines ef war, at his 
clisposal,-—besides large revenues, and multitudes of followers 
and dependents to support and abet «ll that he does ;—obe- 
dience to authority.is so well secured, that it is wild to imagine, 
that anv number of men, formidable cnough to disturb a set- 
tled state, can unite together and hope to overturn it, till the 
public grievauces are so enormous, the oppression so great, and 
the disaffection so universal, that there can be no question re- 
maiuing, whether their calamities be real or imaginary, and 
whether the magistrate has protected or endeavoured to destroy 
his people. ‘This was the case of Richard I1,, Edward IL, and 
James II., and will ever be the case under the same circum- 
stances. No society of men will groan under oppressions longer 
than they know how to throw them off,—whatever unnatural 
hides aiid fairy notions, idle and sedentary babblers may ut- 
ter from colleges and cloisters, and teach to others for vile self- 
ends, doctrines; which they themselves are famous for not 
practising. — John Trenchard. Cato’s Letters. 1721. 


435. In regard to religious matters, there is au intellectual 
cowardice tustilled into the mind of the people from their in. 
faucy, which prevents their enquiry. Credulity is made an in- 
dispensable virtue; to enquire, to exert their reason, is de- 
gounced as sinful, and in the Catholic Church is punished with 
more severe penances than moral crimes-—Erasmus Darwin, 
M.D. Zoanomia, 1794, 


Vou. VI. No. 21. 
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436. A reverend judge is one that desires to lave his grest- 
ness mea: sured only by his goodaess. His care is to appear suc ‘ 
to the people, as he wo uld {have them be, and to be hbimselt 


. 4 . P i , “ ‘ : ; 
suc as he Op] }) ward, Tor virtue cannel seem ane  Eeaee Be and ie 


another. dle knows that the billot oreatuess velds a most de- 
hehttual prospect, bat waitinal tinat at mast unject to digeditasin 

and thunder: and that the people, as in ancient trogedies, sit 
and censure the actions of those authority ¢ In SEENBIES Lits 
awn, therefore, that they may be far above their pity. | He 


wishes fewer Jaws, so they were better observed ; and 


. 9 
4 e Oem. 
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that are mutetuary, ie epee their lustitution not to 


{ ah 
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like braces or spriuges--to cateh every ihing they lay hold of— 
hut hhe sea-marks on eur dancerous Goodwhi—to avoid tbe 


sean: MBH 70 HOTANE puss HOTS, ble hates to wrong UW PEERED: 
neither ht ope nar des par ot preferment can draw him to sueis 
waexigent. [le thinks jumself then most honourabiy seated 
when he gives mercy the upper h rand, He rather strives to 
purchase good name than hal - andof all rieh stutls forbicdes 
hy the statute, loaths to have lis tellowers wear their clothes 
eutout of bribes and extortions. If bis Prince ead him te 
higher place, there be delivers his mind plain ly and pret 

koowing for truth, there is no place wherein Gissembling oug tet 
fo have less credit, than tn a) Prisiee’s conned. Cirus hee 
keeps pace with him to the grave, and doth not (as with 
many) there forsake him and go back with the heralds, ~~ but 
fairly sits o'er him, and broods out of Ins memory many neht 
excellent commonwealth’s men.— Sir Piemas Ove: 


raclers, 1618 > 


bury. Che- 


437. The King’s oath ts not security enough for our pro- 
perty, for he swears to govern according to law. Now. the 
judges they interpret the law, and what judges can be made to 
do—we know.—John Selden. Fable Talk, 1689 


438. It is really pleasant to hear some Lords talk of innova- 
tions in our constitution. For God's sake, my Lords, what are 
the laws we pass yearly? [s not every public law an innovation 
iN OUr Constitution: Do we not thereby add to, allow, o1 
abridge some of the powers or prerogatives of the ( Yrown! Tt 
we had nct made many laws for the purpose, could it be now 
said that we had any liberty left? Criminals are every day ine 
venting new crimes, or new methods of eyadi thy the laws tliat 


have been made for punishing or preventing them, wie 


obliges us almost every vear to pass new laws against them 5 | 


au 
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these the power of the Crown is generally enlarged. Ministers, 
syain, ure almost always contriving new methods for extending 

e prerovalives of the Crown, to the oppression of the peo- 
ple, which obliges us to be often contriving new laws for re- 
strainme them: by these the power of the Crewn, I shall granf, 
is lessened. What then: Is not our government a limited 
monarchy? Is not the power of the Crown hmited by our 
constitutions and laws 2?) Hf by experience it be found that the 
power of the Crown is not in some cases sufficiently limited by 
the laws in being,—must not we, ought we not, to contrive 
new laws for that purpose ? Some Lords may, if they pleas €, 
call this an encroachiient upon the prerogat tives of the Crown: 
{ shall not fall out with them about the term, because PT think 
the prerogative may and ought to be restrained as often as ex- 
perience convinces us thatilis turped to a wreng use.—Lerd 
Sandys, Debates va the Lords, W742. 


> 


459. When the articles of any creed appear to be contained 
in scripture, whoever believes that, does i in consequence believe 
them,-——and then such creed is unnecessary ; but when we can- 
not, or think we cannot, find them in seripture, and yet give 
equal credit to them, we depreciate and proiane the divine 
authority itself, by accepting the words of man’s invention a 
wiser aud more significant than the words of God’s own 
choosing. We are sure that the seripture phrases were tn- 
spired by the Holy Girost, and as sure that our own forms and 
injunctions are human, and framed by priests. It is therefore 
strange, that the former should be insuflicient and unintelligible, 
and the latter infallible and to be embraced and obeyed on the 
pain of damnation, and further that the priests must do what 
God Almighty bas without success endeavoured to do! Besides, 
as the imposition of human creeds is contrary to reason, so it is 
also to charity. They were generally made in a passion, not to 
edify but to plague those for whom —or rather against whom-—- 
they were intended. They were the engines of wrath and 
vengeance; nor could they serve any other purpose. Those 
ws ho believed them alre: rdy—did not wantthem ; and those whe 
disbelieved them— were not the better for them. But this was 
not the worst of it, for th rey who did not receive them agaist 
their conscience, were ¢ cursed: and they who did, deserved it ; 
so that either the wrath of God on the one hand, or the wrath 
and cruelty of the clergy on the other, was unavoidable; if 
people suid they believed, and did not, they moched Gad, and 
shipwrecked their souls: and if they did not believe, and owned 
it—though sap saved their souls—they provoked thetr reve 
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in faith had a mind to be mischievous, and to undo oue who 
gave them signal offence—-either by his good reputation, or 
good bishoprick, they began his ruin by their great care for his 
soul, and so invented a creed for him, which ruined him 
effectually, by giving him—as they said—to Satan, but in truth 
to begeary, stripes, or flames. He therefore who had any 
virtue or religion, was a certain suflerer by these systems of 
faith, which were contrived for that purpose: the nan that had 
neithe rconscience nor honesty, was unworthy of their anger, or, 
which is most likely, was on the orthodox side, or at least 
quietly became a convert to it, being—lke themselves—able to 
swallow any thing. ‘Thus creeds, as they were the result of 
revenge, pride, or avarice, were the constant preludes and intro- 
ductions to ignorance, cruelty, and blood; and the wretched 
laity were craftily as well as inhumanly maile the deluded and 
unnatural instruments of butchering ove another, to prove the 
infallibility of their faith makers,—-who, while they were Wal- 
tonly shedding Christian blood, and dooming to damnation 
those who called upon the name of the true God, bad the 
shameless assurance to miscall themselves the ambassadors of 


the meek Jesus.—Thomas Gordon.—The Independent Whig 
1720. 





440, In sum, their usefulness —public, (and that is pru- 
dential lionesty or valour, ) or more contracted and private 
(and thatis friendship,) ts ald the inherent real worth of any 
man, as towards men. What there wanteth of ability of ine 
or will to do good, they want of price; the latter I confess 
doth higher rate men,—for as with beggars, we quarrel most 
with their laziness, so do we with idle abilities. * Worthy Sir,’ 
then we see, is freque tly by flattery mis- bestowed on wealth 
or power. I will search neither men's shop-books, nor the 
herald’s for their worth,—much less the mercer’s: Je is hard 
put to it, that oweth it to beasts or the silk-worm ; and for my 
part, I owe my hat or knee no more to the skins than the 
beasts. The thing called fine, is more duly the unborrowed 
praise of the lily of the field, than Solomon’s in all his glory. 
Give me the worth the plunderer cannot finger; nothing truly 
deserving the title of mine, but what (as Bias) | carry about 
nic,—L must trouble uo porter but myself. At this rate were 
men esteemed, fuols would not be admired, knaves would be 
scorned, the wise aud honest man would be heightened to his 
just and deserved esteem; the vaunter of pedigrees, the suc- 
cessful knave, nor the golden ass, w ould not lave that overrate 
upon thein still, which they had first from rustic iguorsuce or 
abject servility.—Kichard Whitlock, M. D. Zootomic, or 
Odservationson thepresent Manners of the Buzlish, §c.1054. 
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‘* MANCHESTER MASSACRE!” 





THE MARQUIS OF LONDONDERRY LIBELLING LORD CASTLEREAGH, 





We have at Jast obtained the satisfaction of hearing the bloody 
affair at Manchester, on the 16th of August, 1819, characterized by 
its appropriate epithet, in the House of Commons. ‘ The Man. 
chester Massacre” henceforth becomes its historical appellation 5 
though when the editor first used the term, in the placards which 
convened the first public meeting, John Atkins, of burning repu- 
lation, was almost bursting with his loyal indignation, and panted 
for an opportunity of displaying his blazing zeal. Mr. Lambton, 
Sir Robert Wilson, and others, have declared it ‘* @ massacre,” in 
the teeth of its approvers; and though the motion of Sir F. Burdett 
has led to no redress, nor the probability of our reckoning with 
the shedders of that innocent blood, it has recorded in indeli ble cha- 
racters the abhorrence uf all men, who have any feeling for others ; 
and further shewn the meanness and injustice of screeniwg the of; 
fenders from the hands of justice. The enquiry was preceded by 
a variely of petitions, from the sufferers in that atrocious affair ; 
and the eloquent harangue of Sir F. Burdett entirely removed all 
the delusions under which his opponents attempted to screen them- 
selves. The usual parliamentary artifices were resorted to. When 
an enquiry was first proposed it was said—* let the ordinary 
‘courts determine the matter :—it is premature to ask an interfe- 
* rence of the legislature: —You have the usual means of redress : 
‘tthe public mind is now inflamed, matters are exaggerated : 
“let the thing cool, and reason resume her empire ; and, 
“ then, if necessary, parliament may interfere.” 

These were the subterfuges employed to obtain delay. The mi- 
nisters knew the Courts were, or would be, closed against enquiry. 
They were, in fact, shut in the faces of all the applicants. The 
Coroner at Oldham abolished the Inquest on the body of Lees». 
expressly to prevent the verdict of murder! The Manchester, 
magistrates, being the culprits, of course closed their own tribu- 
nalg against all complaint. The Lancashire grand jury, from a 
feeling which may be more easily explained. than justified, threw, 
sut allthe Bills, without any regard: to that duty which rendered, 
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it imperious tu fiudihem. The Warrington magistrates refused to 
interfere. No step could be taken, to brivg the real offenders to 


justice ; and every meaas of laying their conduct judicially before 


the public was stopped, by the remark, that it was unjust to 
suffer any thing to be said to the prejudice of men who might 
be placed upon their trial: while it was well known, they never 
could be brought to trial!—and that if it were possible to convici 
them of murder, those who had thazked would also pardon them. 
It was the thanks of the Regent which threw an impenetrable shield 
before the authors of the massacre. By that act, the ministers 
sanctioned the bloodshed. It became their own act, by their adop- 
tion; and from that moment, justice became an idje name, and 
law, an empty form. The minions of the ministry, aud the more 
covert cnemies of reform, Jeagued together to obstruct the road to 
justice; and the blood must remain unatoned, until the voice of 
the people shall regain the ascendancy which it ought to possess. 
The innocent were consigned to the dungeons which ought to 
have been prepared for the guilty ; the triumph of injustice, and 
the degradation of the law was complete. 

After this evidence that the ordinary courts would not interfere ; 
aud after a lapse of nearly two years, when all the fabrications of 
the ministry and Uicir friends had been detected and exposed—at a 
period of profound quietness, Sir F. Burdett applies to the house 
to redeem its pledve ; and what answer does he receive? An an- 
swer that is always ready, with those who have the power to en- 
force it, The ministers do not want an inquiry, which would set 
their tools in such horrible light, and they will have no erquiry. 
It is now too date. It isstill said the parties may go to the ordinary 
courts; though those who make the assertion kuow it is a falsehood, 
equally gross and despicable: But the most preposterous matter is 
the conduct of the Marquis of Londonderry s who seems to think 
his new alias will screen him from any responsibility for the 
deeds of his former self, that potent libeller of libellers, Zord Cas- 
ilercagh! This nobleman resisted enquiry at present, because the 
house had negatived enquiry before! Now, Sir F. Burdett re- 
minded this noble marquis, thatthe refusal to enquire before, was 
pretended to be founded upon certain counter-statements made hy 
Loid Castlereagh, which counter.statemenuts have siuce been proved 
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to be AnsoLurkLy FAtse! This, in ordinary cascs, and before an 
assciubly whose decision was to be determined by the reason of the 
case, would have been conclusive. A man worthy of the nama 
of statesman, would have been eager to have vindicated his own 
character, by disclaiming on his own part avy intention of deceiv- 
iag, reprobating those who had deceived bim ; and redressing the 
injustice which the deception had occasioned. But what was the 
conduct of thenoble Marquis of Londonderry ? How did he treat 
the memory of the late noble lerd Castlereagh? Posterity will 
hardly believe that audacity could be carried to such extreme 
lengths—that any assembly could be so insulted, by its leader—that 
a legislature could proceed upon such palpable and shameful 
prevarication! 

Lord Castlereagh solemnly declared, without! any hint that he 
was proceeding upon the merits of his inventive faculty, or retail- 
ing the falsehood picked out of the columns of the hireling press ; 
bat speaking as if he were narrating facts of undoubted autheo- 
ticity, in the character of a minister of the crown ;—that—* the 
“ riol-act was read froma window; but it being spggesied that 
‘this method of reading it, was not contemplated by the act, 
** another magistrate was therefore sent into the crowd ; but, with. 
‘Sout attempting to read it, he was trampled under foot; they 
*\ then sent a third magistrate to read it on the hustings.’”’ All this 
his lordship said—and yet all this, or most of it is— 

*¢ A lie!—an odious lie!” 

No attempt has ever been made to shew the riot act was read at 
all, All the particulars, requisite to give colouring to, aud obtain 
credit for, the statement, are entirely false. At York the crown, in 
effect, gave up the pretence that the riot act had been read ay 
all. Ibis certain, it was never heard by any one to whom it was 
pretended to be addressed. The trampling under foot, and the 
march of the magistrate to the hustings, are similar falsehoods. The 
things never ventured out of their den, until the mischicf was on 
foot! 

Again, his lordship said, as deliberately, as if he were speak- 
ing truth, that, ** though the ground had been cleared of alf 
“stones that were calculated tohurt a human being, the multi- 
“tude assailed the inilitary with so many, that the neat day 
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‘* two eart loads were found upon the ground; so that it wag 
‘* clear the parties had coine with stoves iu their pockets. They 
** were also armed with pistols, for from the House behind the hust-’ 
‘‘ ings, pistuls were fired upon the troops!” This is now proved 
false, heyond the possibility of doubt: and it is easy to perceive 
these falsehoods were not the result of any exaggerated statement 
that could have been made by a spectator, but falsehoods de/ibe- 
rately framed by those who knew them to be false, for the express 
purpose of preventing the truth from gaining credit, Who fabri- 
cated them we neither know, nor care. Lord Castlereagh might 
have known they were untrue, when he gave them the currency: 
of his reputation, bad he made the slightest enquiry into the 
facts; and it must have been long since forced upon even his: 
carelessness that they were false! and now that the falsehood of 
them is forced down his throat, what is the defence which the 
Marquis of Londonderry makes for Lord Castlereagh. Why, 
this nobleman ‘ positively denies having ever undertaken for the 
truth of one single fact, which he had stated!’ How wuch is 
this short of saying, that he cares not for the truth or falsehood 
of any thing he does state ?—that he says what he pleases, without 
being bound to its accuracy,—that, in short, in whatever he says, | 
he is to be considered as answering only a momentary pur-— 
pose !—We must confess that we were never in the habit of pay- 
ing aNy attention to what was said by the noble lord; but we 
did not expect he would himself assert be was not entitled to 
belief! It is a libel upon his lordship to which we had not - 
ventured to give publicity ; but since he chooses to vouch for his | 
indifference to truth, or falsehood, we will not be so uupolite as 
to doubt his testimony so far! He says—* it was in the recollec- 
‘* tion of many members, that he had only, in opposition to FACTS 
‘on the other side, stated facts, on the best information he could 
‘‘ receive !” This is again incorrect. He did not state facts in op- 
position to facts. He ‘stated falsehoods in opposition to racts!—~ 
and he did not state them on the best evidence he could receive 
—but on the worst, or on no evidence at all—but from the false- 
hoods necessary for the momentary defence of the guilty! A 
moment’s hesitation would have compelled bim to doubt his 
statements—five minutes enquiry would have satisfied him they 
were untrue. But it was necessary he should state them as 
true; yet he adds—‘‘so far had he been from contending 
*¢ for the accuracy of his statement, that he had said the house was 
** uot the proper place for enquiry into its accuracy ; and we HAD 
‘ONLY STATED THOSE FACTS TO STAY THE FEELINGS OF THE 
‘* wouse; and to protect the characters of worthy men, as he be- 
‘‘ lieved them to be, against calumny and misrepresentation !” 
It would have been morecorrect to have said he stated falsehoods to 
stay the feelings of the house, and to protect the characters of his 
honourable men!—(for they are ari honourable men!) But this 
had not been quite correct either. The noble lord had no neces- 
sity to stay the feelings of the honourable house. He kaew. its 
feelings were 10 Unison with his own. He was gure of its vole, 
whether he stated facts, or falsehoods. The magnet draws not 
more effectually towards the Pole, than the feelings of the bo- 
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nourable house to the minister of the day. He was safe in ils pro- 
teclion, as the majority are in his friendly regard; but his statements 
were madeto dull the sense of horror which had seized the public 
at the unprovoked and wanton spilling of innocent blood, by a 
fabricated provocation, which received importance by passing 
throuzh the lips of a minister of the crown. To lend himself, either 
desiguedly, or undesignedly to this, is a guilt never to be par- 
doned, or an imbecility to be for ever despised ! 

Well night Sir F. Burdett observe, in his reply, that the ho- 
pourable house, and the noble lord, seemed made expressly for 
each other! when such statements can be hazarded on: the’ ove 
part, and such explanations can be received-on the other ! The noble 
lord. is as secure as security can wish; and the honorable house as 
contented, as content can desire. The good understanding between 
them reconciles all contradictions, and-removes all difficulties. 
The woble lord refers to the honourable House ; and the honour- 
able House defers to the honorable lord. He knows what its 
decision will be; aad it takes upon trust Ais reasons for its decision. 
An enquiry into the horrible affair at Manchester, would be parts- 
cularly displeasing to the noble lord; and the honourable House 
will not entertaiu a measure which would so shock the nerves of 
the noble lord:!—since the bare perusal of thecircumstance makes 
hie heart bleed |\—What says Hibernia to this figure of speech? His 
heart!—The heart of Lord Castlereagh !—aud -dleeding too!—and 
not only bleeding, but bleeding for the sufferings of the peopile, 
whom those worthy characters, he was sO anxious to defend, 
saw cut down -by some drunken yeomanury! Pshawt He’ deals in 
such extraordinary figures, that we shouldnot be surprised if this 
ble wing of the heart, atthe wounds and massacre of the Reformers, 
were only a bursting of the gall bladder, at the continued progress 
of reform, notwithstanding the sanguinary example held out to 
intimidate and to destroy it. 


TO THE REFORMERS OF ENGLAND. 

My Friends, In leaving this abode of wretcheduess and ruin, to 
breathe again the pure air of liberty, I beg to return you my 
acknowledgments for the very kind support I have. received 
from you duriug my imprisonment, particularly my friends of 
Lees, Oldham, Chadderton, and Nottingham, whose care of me 
nnd my family I shall never forget. It is a great source of gra- 
lification to me'to mention these places by name, as they de- 
serve, and ought to be ranked first and foremost in support of 
the suffering patriots. 

My friends, [ return again amongst you perfectly healed from 
the scars inflicted by Manchester magistrates, a Castlereagh 
administration, ao Attorney General, or a York Speetal Jury; 
neither Yeomanry, Cavalry, or Lincoln Castle, will ever expel: 
from my bo:om the ardent love of freedom: whiclvit always’ 
possessed. a 

[cannot bid you farewell without thus publicly expréessiig 
my grateful thanks fo Mr. Jolinson, fur his invariable kindaoess 
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tome duriug my incarceration; be has been to me a real friend, 
May his losses, and severely painful sufferings, terminate, with 
his cruel and vindictive imprisonment ; and that he may enjoy 
real happiness with what death has left him of his fainily is the 
earnest wish of his and your friend, 

Lancoln Castle, May 13, 1821. 


-—---- 


JOSEPH HEALEY. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

Wanted immediately, for the use of the Constitutionai 
Association, some men of * eztegrety,”’ who are capable 
of joining together a few sentences of sufficient length, 
to constitute a penny pamphlet, printed in large types, 
in refutation of ‘¢ the noxious doctrines” of Radical Re- 
form. Any individual who can prove that to be heavily 
taxed is to be greatly blessed—that the liberty of the 
press, is best preserved by the prosecution and banish- 
ment of all public writers—that the best evidence of the 
truth of the Christian Religion, is fine and imprisonment 
—that the Clergy are all good, moral, and pious men, 
preferring the bible to the bottle—that they are more 
eager in their desire to relieve the afllicted and oppres- 
sed, than for the means of increasing their tythes, and 
obtaining preferment—that the laws of the land are the 
same for the rich as well as for the poor*—that crown 











* In the last session of Parliament a bill was passed entitled “ Ar 
Act for the summary punishment, in certain cases, of persons wil- 
fully or maliciously damaging or committing trespasses on public or 
private property.” dnno primo (a bad specimen of what is to hap- 
pen) Georgii lV. Regis, cap. 56. In this act it is provided that ¢ if 
any person shall wilfully or maliciously commit any damage, injury, 
or spoil, upon any building, fence, hedge, gate, stile, guide-post, 
mile-stone, tree, wood, underwood, orchard, garden »Nursery-groond, 
crops, vegetables, plants, land, or other matter or thing growing on 
or being thereon, or to or upon real or personal property of any na- 
ture or kind soever, he may be immediately seized by anybody, with- 
out a warrant, taken befure a magistrate, and fined (according to 
the mischief he has done) to the extent of five pounds; or, in default 
of payment, may be committed to the gaol for three months.’ And 
at the end comes a clause, exempting from the operation of this 
Act all mischief done by hunting, and by shooters who are qualified ! 
This is surely the most impudent piece of legislation that ever crept 
into the statute-book ; and, coupled with Mr. Justice Best’s declit- 
ration, constitutes the following affectionate relation between the 
different orders of society :—Says the higher link to the lower, ¢ If 
you meddle with my game, I will immediately murder you: if you 
commit the slightest injury upon my real or personal property, I 
will take you before a magistrate, and fine you five pounds. Iam 
in Parliament, and you are not; and I have just brought in an Act 
of Parliament for that purpose, But so important is it to you that 
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lawyers are not subservient to the ministry, for the pur- 
pose of obtaining places—that the members of parlia~ 
ment have not been the mere tools of the boroughmongers 
that the subscribers to this society are actuated by dis- 
interested motives—and that their secretary, C. Murray. 
can behave like a gentleman. Any writer whether gen- 
tle or simple, who can clearly establish the truth of the 
above propositions, will please to apply to the lodgings 
of the society in Bridge Street. 

P.S. If writers expect to be well paid, they must 
apply early, otherwise the money of the society will soon 


be expended in consequence of the numerous prosecu- 
tions instituted by the society. 


IRELAND. 


Mr. Ensor has addressed the following excellent letter 
to the people of Ireland. It will be read with much in- 
terest by the reformers of England ; as it will have a 
tendency to induce the Catholic to pursue parliamentary 
reform, as the only means of obtaining that real eman- 
cipation which the Catholic desires. The union of the 
people of the two countries on this point is most devoutly 
to be wished. England and Scotland are agreed in 
their request for reform; and the Catholics of Ireland, 
perceiving the phantom which they have been following 
for so many years, still receding farther from them, will 
also turn to a measure, in which all can be united, since 
it is for the common benefit of ALL! It could be very 
easily shewn to the Catholic, that emancipation would 
do him no good, in its most unqualified sense, while the 
ministry hold a certain majority among those who should 
be the representatives of the people. In the mass of 


— 








my pleasures should not be interrupted, that I have exempted my- 
self and friends from the operation of this Act; aud we claim the 
right (without allowing you any such suminary remedy) of riding 
over your fences, hedges, gates, stiles, guide posts, mile-stones, 
woods, under woods, orchards, gardens, nursery-grounds, crops, ve- 
getables, plants, lauds, or other matters or things growing or being 
thereupon—including your children and yourselves, if you do not 
cet out of the way.’ Is there upon earth such a mockery of justice 
as an Act of Parliament, pretending to protect property, seading a 
poor hedge-breaker to gaol, and specially exempting from its ope- 
ration the accusing and the judging ’squire, who, at the tail of the 
hounds, has that morning, perhaps, ruined as much wheat and seeds, 


as would purchase fuel a whole year for a whole village 2? ”—#din- 
burgh Review, No. 69 


ee a ee On On eens eee een < 


Sy 
: 
4 


2 ee 








7 44 THE BLACK DWARF. 


voters there are votes fairly given, and some portion of the 
people may be well represented? But what avails this? 
The few so situated have no power of controlling, or ré- 
moving the evils of the system. They may talk withthe 
tongues of angels, if they will; but who regards them. 
The minister smiles at eloquence. t is not the quality 
that influences the decision, He laughs at logic, for he 
is independent of its effects. He dreads not the effects 
of the honest indignation which startles at his measures, 
He is secure:—and while he can influence the return of 
men who go there to vote for him, at all events, he will 
remain so. It would only be a delusion to enable Ca- 
tholics to participate in these evils! instead of removing 
the cause. To enlighten Ireland on this subject, is a task 
worthy of the powers of Mr. Ensor, which have been 
long devoted to the cause of Radical Reform. Mr. 
O‘Connell has avowed himself a Radical Reformer; and 
we may hope ere long to find the great body of the Ca- 
tholics seeking their own good, where alone it is to be 
found, in the good of the nation. 





TO THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND. 


‘“‘ My statement, preparatory to the meeting of Parliament, 
of what must be the result of your Petitions for Emancipation, 
has been more than verified by the event; as the terms proposed 
(the Catholic Clergy and Laity being identical,) for the eonces- 
sions demaniled for you, were abject and intolerable ; and as, 
under these terms, your discomfiture was complete. It seems 
that there was an understanding among the dominant party of - 
your professed friends, to try, by the penal enactments against 
your Clergy, which left them no alternative but abandoning 
their Ministry, or abjuring their Church, how far the aristo- 
cracy and gentility were willing to traffic Catholie reputation for 
Protestant fellowship. It succeeded accordingty: The aris- 
toeracy met, thanked, flattered, and were cajoled. It has bees 
said, ‘ the credulity of dupes is equal to the imposition of 
Kuaves.’ In this case the credulity was prodigious and extreme. 
When you lost your Parliament you renounced Catholic Eman- 
cipation, and Protestant liberty. What! you expect freedom 
without the means! You expect freedom without power !--. 
Then are the organs of sense unnecessary to the faculty of 
perception. Hail great Philosopher, worthy of Treland’s re- | 
generation ia its Parliamentary disfranchisement, who taught 
that. men ; 
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* Might see with th’ empty holes, as plain 
As if their eyes were in again; 
And if they chanced to fail of those, 

. Might make an optic of a nose.’ | ~ > 
Yet all. were on the tiptoe of expectation. Mr..Peel was-coming: 
round---Mr, Canning was coming. oVer---our_gtations Sovereige 
announced his intention of visiting Treland. ‘Fo doubt or quese. 
tion any one provision of the Catholic Bill, was reputed. pers 
sonal insult, a treason agaist fortune, a sin against good oiens, 
A breathless adiniration was required, as if the great secret of 
ages, the elixir of life, was at the point of projection, and 
that (favete linguis) an unlucky word should defeat, for 
ever, the achievement of alchemy, at the very crisis of its’ ace 
complishment. | 

‘ This extraordinary Bill was called the Catholic Disability 
Removal Bill; yet, when the whole nation denounced the seve- 
rity of the code, it created from ten to a score new offences; 
and it commanded 2,500 individuals, who were exercising. the 
ministry of the Catholic Church to about five millions of meu, 
to take new oaths, aud to submit to new regulations, which 
they had repeatedly declared, were injurious, and eventually 
subversive of the Catholic Religion in Ireland—which they un- 
equivocally and fervently announced, they would oppose by 
every canonical and constitutional means.—( Resolutions of the 
Roman Catholic Prelates, 23d and 24th of August, 1815.) 
This, also, was called a Bill of Grace and Favour. Yet Priests 
were obliged to swear, that they would not consent to the ap- 
pointment of any person as Bishop, who was not loyal in his 
‘character and conduct ;’ and having so sworn, the Clerg 
were not to be believed, for the appointment of Deans and Bi- 
shops was to be submitted to a Board effectually Protestant, the 
President being Secretary of State, or a Privy Councillor, which 
should, as it thought fit, negative the appointment of the Priest- 
hood. Besides, all Laymen and Ecclesiastics were to submit 
all Bulls, Rescripts, Dispensations, &e. from Rome, to the Pre- 
sident of the said Board, in one month from the receipt thereof. 
Such: was this Bill of Grace—the Catholic Disability. Removal 
“ill—and this Bill was brought into Parliament by the friends 
of the .Catholics. And what was their answer. when solicited 
respecting the obnoxious clauses?—that it had been drawn up 
to satisfy the prejudices of the Protestants. (Sir John New- 
port’s Letter to the very Rev. Dr. Conolly.) Sothe Catholic 
Priests were to be sworn to be discredited—have the contiden- 
tial communications with the head of their church conned and 
questioned by a Protestant Minister of State; and the appoint- 
ment of all Bishops effectually vested in him, forsooth, that the* 
prejudices of Protestants might be amused! The Catholic 
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Clergy were told that the friends and promoters of the Bill en- 
tertaiued different opinions respecring the provisions alluded to; 
but not one reason was added. The Catholic clergy were 
cruelly used in all ways—they were discredited, as they fre- 
quently protested against such innovations in the arrangement 
of their special affairs, as men acting in conformity to their affi- 
davits. Still more cruelly were they treated by the Bill, for 
they were separated from the Laity, by broad lines of good and 
evil, ‘To the Laity the boon was ; unmixed—to the Clergy the 
evil was pure. Here, then, was the excruciating dilemma—to 
be silent, and abandon their Church, or to proclaim the into- 
lerable misery of the provisions of the Bill towards themselves ; 
and thus seem to defeat the good vouchsafed to the Laity, 
when they acted in the common defence of the Priesthood and 
People; for what can be more certain, that the power of Go- 
verment, perpetually operating by the revision of the acts and 
intercourse of the Catholic Clergy, with a Veto in all Ecclesias- 
tical appointments, backed with the Regium Donum, which, in- 
deed, does not appear in the Bill, but waits its pleasure, must 
annihilate the Catholic Church, as an independent body. A 
Regium Donum alone has converted the Dissenting Clergy to 
the Minister’s faith; and a Veto has log since diverted the 
power and patronage of the Protestant Church to the Crown— 
reducing that huge establishment into a mere Chapel of Ease to 
the British Monarchy. Apply both Regium Donum and Veto 
to the Catholic Church in Ireland, and what will be the con- 
sequence? Jt will become «a mockery, and scorn, and bye-word 
among nations. 

‘* ‘There has been, throughout the whole proceeding srespect- 
ine the Catholics, a most revolting interchange and combina- 
tion of authority. It began with the Umon, In that time of 
prepared disaster, and theatrical jeopardy, the Catholics were 
induced to expect, that the Union would promote their Eman- 
cipation. Lord Castlereagh, when taxed with this delusion, 
paltered about pledging an administration. In reply. to which, 
we might recur to Paley, a philosopher of no rigid morality, who 
says, In his chapter on Promises—* It 1s evideut that this obli- 
gation depends upon the expectation which we knowingly and 
voluntarily excite.’ His Lordship’s promise” I should not 





* Of his Lordship’s faculty in keeping promises, we have had a 
pretty specimen on Mr. Western's late motion to repeal the Malt 
Duties. There was at first a majority for the repeal. This Sir J. 
Macintosh emphatically rejoiced at, (March the 22d), while Lord 
Castlereagh, among other things, said, ‘he (Lord C.) had attended 
a meeting len days. ayu, al which he had engaged to use vo mine- 
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have mentioned, in this despicable trickery, except as he was 
the factor of Mr. Pitt, in promoting the Umion, the ruin of his 
country. 

Yet, in this miserable imposition, Mr. Pitt, as possessing - 
commanding faculties, and a peculiar felicity in the great and 
subordinate arrangement of discourse, was not less reprehen- 
sible than the partisan who trafficked his country’s imdepen- 
dence for official distinction. Mr. Pitt, in L801, said, in Par- 
liament, * I and some of my colleagues did feel it an incum- 
bent duty upon us, to propose a measure on the part of Ga 
vernment, which, under the circumstances of the Union so hap- 
Lily effected between the two countries, we thought of great. 
public importance, and necessary to complete the benefits likely 
to result from that measure ; we felt this opimion so strongly, 
that when we met with circumstances which rendered it impos- 
sible for us to propose it as a measure of Government, we felt 
it equally inconsistent with our duty and our honour an 
ionger to remain a part of that Government. I beg to have 
-t understood to be a measure which, if | had remained in 
Government, I must have proposed, &c.---Annual Register, 
}801, 7.129. Here, then, we have Mr. Pitt’s words for stating, 
that he resigned his situation, solely because he could not hope to 
carry the measure for the relief of the Catholics, (see also /bid. p. 
119.) Yet, he soon re-accepted office, and the Catholic Question 
znade no part of the terms of his reinstatement as Ministers. 
Where then, did his consistency appear m going out and comin 
in? His avowal was negatived by his subsequent neglect, for if it 
was Inconsistent with his duty and honour to have remained a 
vart.of the Government, it was at least equally so to re-appear 
the Chief Minister of the Government, without proposing that 
object, in respect to which he had betore abandoned his situa- 
tion. Thisis pitiful, and subsequent disciosures have made 
the tergiversation to the Irish Catholics hideous. Lord’ Redes- 
dale declared, that Mr. Pitt atlirmed, in a conversation. with 
himself, that he had not been able to devise any plan for effec- 
tually securing the Protesiant, the Catholic Claims were 
granted—( Annual Register, 1811, p. 56.) Lord Eldon stated 
the same—p. 57. As to the versatility and insidiousness of 
other individuals, it is unnecessary to be specitic. Lord Castle- 
reagh, who, on all occasions, has acted according te times and 


—- ~—— 








terial influence on the question.” &c. Times, March 23. linmedi- 
ately after this, Lord Fite was dismissed for having voted for the 
repeal, and Lord Castlereagh justified the conduct of government 
on this occasion, as this was a fundamental question; * it formed a 
part of those measures upon which Ministers bad staked their-offig 
cia} existence,’ &e.—Times, April 7. 
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seasons, who has shifted his advocacy like a bird of passage, while 
he held office like a bird of prey, could not suffer the presevt oc- 
casion to pass without displaying the felicities of lis art. It was 
more than conjectured, that he favoured the Regium Donum 
for the Catholic Clergy. Good lago, that creature of exceeding 
honesty told his gull, “ put money in thy purse, ” and our wailinis 
Minister says, ‘pat money in their purses.” But then he does 
not propose it onthe part of the Government; the God, 
Pilatus, appears only in vision—a transient deity in the graud 
drama; Mr. Croker proposed it in a speech. Then followed 
Lord Castlereagh : :—** he assured his Hon. Friend that if be 
rose immediately after him, it was not because he differed from 
him on the principle of the measure, but because he thought 
the present was not the most fit time for its introduction :’’ and 
now, did not Mr. Croker know Lord Castlereagh’s sentiments 
on this point without this proclamation on the arena? Who 
doubts that the whole was as thoroughly rehearsed between 
them, as the contemporary melting effusions of the edves, in the 
French farce called the Boarding School? His Lordslip, 

One of famed excellence, 

For heightening words and shadowing sense, 
thinks, that a Regium Donum is necessary to complete oath on 
oath; and the questioning the intercourse with the Head of 
the Church ; ; and the veto, “ though hell had fast bound her, 
with Styx nine times round her,” yet to these folds-and replica- 
tions a gordian knot, with tissue of gold, must be added by his 
lordship. Yet this is not intended as a bribe for conscience 
sake; ohne, the present is not the time for proposing it. It is 
intended merely asa post obit when the Catholic Church in 
Treland is dead and buried. Why the proposition is damnable, 
degrading Pagan. ‘‘ The kings of the Geutiles exercise lord- 
ship over them, and they that exercise an authority upon them, 
are termed benefactors. But with you it shall not be so.”—- 
Luke, xxit. 25. 

‘‘This monstrous Bill, which should have been introduced into 
the Commons the fooling day of April, aud rejected on St. George's 
day, when our royal master celebrates his own nativity; I never 
imagined it would have passed: I believe it would not even have 
struggled through the Lower House, had not its fate been as- 
sured in the Lords. Besides, it was thought that some variety 
in the mode of rejectivg the Bill was politic and important ; 
this would continue to amuse and delude. Thus Sir James Mack- 
intosh trusted the Catholics would repeat the constitutional mode 
of petition, and Mr. Peel hoped they would not despond. This 
sad Bill was morally, or rather immorally, impossible could suc- 
ceed ; and I founded my opiniun of that fact on the irredeemable 
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original sin of human a o uphold prerogative and 
power, through all hazards, till torce, or a.predominating fear, 
overwhelm all opposition. Make a difference, no matter what 
—rich and poor—patrician and plebeian—noble and _roturier-— 
creole and native Spaniard—the black negro, with all the grades 
of colour, to the shaded mestee, and you advance one to power, 

and consign the other to oppression. So with regard to.creeds 
—those evavescent lines of thoughts.and words--but:thereis this 
distmetion : the jet of the negro is washed away in four genera- 
tions; plebeians and peasants are raised at once to the dignified 
class; but the believer of the obnoxious creed may be the child 
of a hundred successively oppressed families, and be held an 
Ethiop still; bigotry is an enemy won by no length of fine, and 
subject .to no casualty of farbearance or commisseration. 

“ What is the Bishop of London’s principal ebjection to the 
Catholics? “ their unlimited submission to a foreign power.’ — 
( Times, April 17. )—This is false: all the Roman Catholic Pre- 
lates of Ireland, in 1814, published: the following resolution :-— 
‘‘ That though we sivcerely venerate the Supreme Pontifl, as 
visible Head of the Chure ‘h, we do not eonceive that our appre- 
hension forthe safety. of the RomanCatholic Church of Ireland, 
ean or ought to be removed by any determination of jis Holt- 
ness,” &c. Still less are Catholic Laity disposed to unlimited 
submission; on.the contrary, Mr. Peel, in Parliament, in 1814, 
is reported to have said, “ He charged the Catholic Board with 
the abandonment of the instructions of those who-are at the head 
of the Catholic religion.” Yet is not the talseness of tle Bishop 
of London's assertion more remarkable than that the taunt of 
volimited submission should come from him, who, in oue ef his 
first sermons, after he had been raised to the Prelacy, insisted 
that a prostration of the under standing. was necessary to a good 
SOL of his Church, and who, in the late trial in the 2 ithe of 
Lords, declared the impeccability of the august tndividual who 
now fills the British throne. 

“With equal sagacity the Bishap of Chester said—* But 
what weighed with him more than any other consideration was, 
that Roman Catholicism had always been the parent and nurse 
of arbitrary power, while Protestanism had always been ‘the 
‘parent of liberty.’ Then must the good Bishop have slept at 
least since 1789. T really thought that the events of our time 
would have inverted the “episcopal ; sophistry, and that Catholi- 
cism and Radicalisin would be the hundred terrors of the day. 
About 150 years-ago, in détestation of the Catholics, it was said, 
* That the right of subjects to dethrone Kings, ts a Popisls Jac- 
trine.’ - When L read such argurhents and obs servations, i must 
consider the late repeal of the Witchcraft ‘Bill as’ premature ; 
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for when these things are uttered gravely, witchery is a pard 

mountevi). Far better than such speeches of Ecclesiastics was 
the pithy fefe-a-fefe remark of two Dublin Corporators :—‘ Bro- 
ther Alderman,” said tlie nwmaculate Stationer, ‘I don’t know 
how it is, but I hate those Papists’-—and I, brether, hate ther 
also for the same reason.’ ‘The worthy Corporators were wize 
in their generation without knowing it. ‘Their hate is of royat 
descent; for from the love of exclusive power, profit, aud dig- 
nity, it springs—‘* which knows no kindred, and regards ro 
right.”’"—It is generically the same in Kings, Bishops, and Alder- 
men. 

“Yet are these extravagancies cutdone. ft is held that the 
English Constitution (for the Irish have none), is essentially 
Protestant ; if so, it stands on an alluvial soil, and is a secondary 
formation; and with the broaching of this dogma, the Consti- 
tution is glorified, the exclusively Protestant Constitution. Yét 
it was in consequence of the perjuréd and murdering Oates and 
Bedloe, and their gang, that the British Constitution became 
exclusively Protestant, as it was by violating the Treaty of 
Limerick that the Catholic Irish were excluded from Parliament; 
for they were hitherto eligible and elected to Parliament. If 
your exclusively Protestant Constitution be glorious, then are 
the most degrading, bloody, and atrocious crimes glorious, for 
to such crimes is its exclusive Protestant character to be ré- 
ferred. Look to it, you devotees of the Constitution; by con- 
tinuing to exclude the Catholics, you make these frauds and 
atrocities of your ancestry your own; as you honour it, you 
stigmatise yourselves. 

“ Which way I turn my thoughts, my countrymen, there is 
hittle that can please, prospectively, or by recollection. Your 
petty reliefs came when tle empire was disparted, or when 
France menaced the seat of the British Government. Misera- 
ble thought, that the abatement of your evils came wher 
the country shrunk, and the throme tottered; and that a 
partial liberality awaited general peril and state impotence! 
Suppose that a dread of reform, that cardinal terror, should 
induce the Boroughmongers to advance you to the low level 
of the Irish Protestants, hoping, by such concessions, to part 
you from Reform, the only remedial measure which can save 
England from quick perdition—What then?--You want both 
Reform and restoration. Poor Ireland. During the great 

lague it was customary to write over an infected house, 
‘the Lord have mercy upon it." So with poor Ireland, 
‘the Lord have mercy upon itt.’ 
“(GEORGE ENSOR, 
‘S Ardress, April 22, 1821.” 
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Ditto from the Wardle’s Head . . 2 0 6 
——— from the Sir Francis Burdett . 118 64 
—— fromthe Dolphin 0 9 ¢ 
—_——- from the Eclipse. . 0 3 10 
emnsiamitiaalie froin the Duke of York » 1 2 
— from the Hope and Anchor 0 13 10 
es from the Leg of Mutton 0 5 O 
——— from the Shakspeare 03 1 
a from the Fox aud Hounds. 016 4 
ciniotaninane from the Lord Raneliffe 0 5 0 
a fromthe Union Room. . . bb 4 
——— from the Twist Net Factory, Mount 
street a 014 O 
—— from District No. ‘4 i, oi © -2> ee ee 
ennai from No7 ; 0160 6 
qepnemenes from ——— No.9 . 0 510 
anicentueme from No.138. - Oll 8 
cniietenteasian from No. 14. « 0 & @ 
meinen fromArnvold . . P Oo 4&4 3 
colnanmontens from Calverton . , , eo: 7°. ¢ 
from Loughborough ti 2 @ 
a from Derby . ..-. 6 « « § O @ 
Donations received by the Secretary . . . 212 6 
£26 12 6 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
&. ae 
Remittances to Oakham Gaol : .. 4 0 Q 
Ditto to Lancaster Castle . 6 0 0 
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Signed, on behalf of the Committee, 
J DOUBLENAY, 
J. MORTIMER, 
G. LEE. 
Committee Room, May 7th, 182). 


N. B.—The Subscriptions of the Company meeting at the 
Newton’s Head, having been appropriated by. them to the relief of 


% person confined in the County Gaol, are omitted in the above 
statement. 
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A PACKAGE SHIPPED FOR GREAT BRITAIN, 
DUTY FREE. 


at oe era tie 


When Castlereagh had done the deed 
All Irishmen deplore ; 

Hated at home, with anxious speed, 
He songtit the British shore. 


Unmoor’d the ready paeket lav, 
With all her-sails unfurl’d :— 

The wind was fair for him that day, 
But foul for half the world. 


Prince Picket rats'd his seeptre-cane, 
Yet red with Irish gore !— 

Fhe threaten’d boatoian stroveito gain 
The ship, and plied his var. 


Timely they reach'd the vessel’s side ; 
The Lord paid just the fare; 

‘* Something,” the aweltered boat-man cried, 
‘To drink —your honour! spare.”— 


* You've got enough, so cease to bawl.”— 
—‘* My Lord be but so kind ;— 
*¢ One stxpence, and'I"d fuddle aus 
* The rrienps you've left behind.” 
; PAT. 
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